
TWENTY-NINTH COMUUKMS,
Flrit Session.

Tuesday, August 4, 1846.

IN SENATE.
'I'lie journal having bean read

raatonsl asplawatiom. i
Mr. ALLEN rose and called the aiieniion of the

senator from South Carolina [Mr. Calhou*] to

certain reported remarks of that senator in relation
to lheinde|>endent treasury bill, wherein he was representedas declaring himself averse to an v restrictionbeing placed upon the circulation of treasury
drafts. Mr. A. said it was the intention of himself
and of those who voted with him, to leave the bill
in the elate in which it came from the House, so far
as relates to these treasury drafts, and he made this
explanation for the purposes showing: first, that he
had proposed no restriction, therefore the statement
that lie had done ao was not true in point of fact;
secondly, to remove the impression that the treasury
had before issued drafts for circulation, and that he
(Mr. A.,) by restricting the circulation, intended
to embarrass the administration of the department.

Mr. CALHOUN said be believed that the report
was substantially correct. His optniou in regard to

the matter was that, upon first putting in operation
the system of a separation of the government from i

the banks there ought to be no restriction imposed
upon the circulation of the treasury drafts; aud
none, in point of Act, thereafter, unless experience
showed that it was neceaeary. There was, in his
opinion, no ons objection mat could ue urgeu against
putting theee draft* into circulation by paying them
to the government creditor, which would not equally
apply when it waa propoaed to exchange them for
gold and silver. He r*grelle<' 10 be "buged to differ
somewhat upon this point with his friend* upon
that aids, but be was governed in this instance, a*

in all others, by the convictions of his judgments.
Mr. BENTON said he knew of no eucn use ever

before having been made of treasury drafts as to allowthe disbursing officer of the government to pay
them away instead of money. Add he declared that
he regarded it as a high crime and misdemeanor on

the part ofany Secretary of the Treasury to propose
such a thing at making paper to be issued by the
government a circulating medium. t

Mr. LEWIS made a brief explanation, in the
course of which he took occasion to correct a mis

representation which he said had gone abroad
through the magnetic telegraph, and had been copiedinto all the northern papere; that he (Mr. L)
had proposed, at the instance of the Secretary of
the Treasury, an unlimited issue of treaaory
notes; and that the senator from Missouri had
resisted the proposition. ll waa true the sens- i

tor from Missouri had imputed thia consequence to

the amendment which he had proposed for the paymentof the treasury drafts to the public creditors,
but he thought this position of the honorable senator
from Missouri waa csnlroverled. It was not in-
tended to have, nor would it have, any such consequence.These drafts were proposed to be drawn
upon actual depositee of money, and paid to actual
creditors of the government. They would in this
way enter into circulation none the more than if
they were, as provided by the original bill, exchangedfor gold and silver. Ha was onposed to
a government paper circulation, and he had supportedhi* amendment expressly on the ground that if
would not lead to ar.y euch consequence. Yet hr
had been represented as proposing an illimitable issueofgovernment paper. He hoped the newspa
per* would hereafter do him belter justice. Only
one paper (the "Union") had give his former correctionof this misrepresentation.

Mr. CALHOUN observed that, a* far as he was

himself concerned, he hsd no apprehension that he
was at all expoaed to the danger of being considered
in favor of a paper currency. His view* upon this
subject had b<en expressed too often to admit of
being misconstrued by any portion of the commu-

nity.
Mr. SIMMONS Mid he was somewhat surprised

to hear the honorable chairman of the Finance Commute*continue to express the belief that his amendmentwould, if adopted, hare afforded no greater fa/cilities for putting into circulation this paper money,
. as ha eallaa it.

Mr. LEWIS. Paper money, as othnrt call it.
Mr. SIMMONS. Well, these treasury drafts,

then, if under the bill as it originally stood they were
to be exchanged for gold ana stlrer. In the latter
case they were not likely to become a currency unlesssome one would give gold and silver for them.
And he believed it would be a rather difficu t matter
to find any one who would do this. But as for their

1 ><euig rvaihly taken for debts due by the government,
. t.e was quite Mure th-t many a creditor of the gov- t

ernment woo id to get even a draft before i

th»y got thro 'he dUcultiea in which they would t

noon find thei >ve» ivolved. He thought there
was a very b .-.id distinction between the provisions S
of the bill and the amendment. The bill was bed
enough as it now stood, but it would have been still r

worse had the amendment prevailed. As the bill |
came from the House there were various restric- «

lions 1
Mr. LEWIS. I did not strike out one of them. I i

proposed additional ones. *

Mr. SIMMONS. There were various restrictions t

tamed in it, and yet the senator set about amend- t

ill* It.t
.At. LEWIS. Yes, by adding other restricjt ions. f

Mr. SIMMONS. If the senator believed that t
i the treasury drafts would have answered their pur- s

poses equally well under the clause which permitted v

them to be exchanged for gold and silver «
Mr. CASS here interjioeed upon a point of order, i

Tiie btil which was the subject of this discussion had
passed the Senate. It was no longer before them, t
and he could see no propriety in discussing it over c

agsin.
Mr. SIMMONS hereupon resumed his seat, and i

the discussion ceased. r

If REIOLOTION.

Mr. HANNEQAN submitted the following rcsolution;which was agreed to: 1

llttolcrd, That there ba paid out of the contingent fund
I of the Senate, under the direction of the committee to an".ill and control the aame. to each of the meaiengera, aaaiat||ant inesvengers, the acting postmaster, pages, and laooiera ,of the Senate, the same amounts respectively as were paid jIhtyn under a resolution of the Senate at the last session.

REPORTS PROM COMMITTEES. it

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on the [j
I Militia, asked that said committee he discharged \
I from the further conaideration of a resolution in- »

i structing them to inquire into the expediency of or- ]jganizing and equipping the military of the Oregon s
territory; resolutions of the legislature of New York
on the subject of the militia; memorial of Ross
Snowden and others; and report of the Secretary of

(War of the 3d of February, exhibiting the militia of '

the Stales and Territories; which was agreed to.
Mr. DAVIS, from tho Committee on Commerce,

reported without amendment the House bill for the
relief of Nathan Smith and others.
Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported

without amendment the House hill for the relief of
the owner and crew of the schooner Tancred.

APPROPRIATIONS POR DEFENSIVE WORKS. (
Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af-

fairs, reported back without amendment the House (

bill malting appropriations for certain defensive
works of the United Slates for the year ending 30lh

L I.... iu.n I

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Pensions,
submitted a report upon the Houae bill for the relief
of Catharine Pulton, of Washington county, Pennsylvania,recommending that the consideration of
the subject be postponed indefinitely; which waa

agreed to, and the report was ordered to be printed.
Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported

back House bills for the relief of Qeorge Roush,
Jonathan Brown, and Polly Damron, recommendingthat their further consideration be postponed indefinitely;which waa agreed to.
On motion of Mr. P., the Committee on Pensions

were discharged from the further consideration of
the petitions of Hector St. John Beetley, Robert
Armstrong, Eliza Buchanan, N. Nye Hall, and Win.
Miller, legal representatives of Lemuel P. Montgomery,and William D. Conecy.

introduction of joist reiolution.

Mr. DAVIS pursuant to notice asked and obtainedleave to introduce a joint resolution authorizing
the Secretary of War to adjust, by arbitration, a

controversy between the United States and David
Ames; which was read twice, and referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

duties on railroad iron.

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the Senate proceeded
to the consideration of the "bill to remit the duties
which have been paid or have accrued upon the importationof railroad iron in certain cases;" as in
Committee of the Whole.

Mr. EVAN8 spoke at some length in favor of the

[ refunding of the duty. He described the hardships
of exacting the duty in those cases where the iron
had been imported, but was not laid dnwn in conse?ueuceof the embarrassments of 1837, 1838, and
839. In those years many of the 8tates were

obliged to suspend these works; and that had been
the rase of eourse with many incorporations also.

bad been supposed by some that It waa inconsistentt? advocate the tariff of 1849, and to ba at the
aam* time willing to relieve this description of articlesfrom duty. Hie justification waa, that ha rergarded the railroad iron as an article on which the
domestic labor of the country waa to be expended,
it required the expenditure of doraeetic industry to

maks the article valuable and useful It was Mil
mated that one hundred and ftfly millions of dollars
had been expended in the construction of railroads
hi ibe United Mates. These works increased incalculablythe general prosperity, and augmented the
revenue. All that had been done for them by the
general government was the remission of about five
millions of duly. He maintained that the United
States had not done euough to encourage those
works, from which it had received so much benefit
But the proposed measure was not prospective. It
was intended only to enable those companies which
were at present struggling on, and whose roads
were in an unfinished condition, to prosecute their
enterprises to a successful termination It had
lieen sometimes asked, why refund to States and
incorporations, and not to individuals who buy
iron/ But that would be impracticable and impoeuble.He would refund to Ihs railroad companies,
because, by doing so, he would directly benefit the
farmer. The producing classes would be all greatlybenefited by the completion of theee easy means

if transfiortalioii. He would say one word to the
farmers of the weet who were now expecting a large
ixtension of the foreign market It would be alogetherimpossible for them to realize to any extenttheee hopes without means of cheap transportationfor their agricultural producta to the place of

thipmenl. Everything which landed to facilitate
inJ cheapen the conveyance of the producta of
Michigan and Illinois to the navigable walere, he
nerd not say, tended to promote in the moat diracl
tanner the interests of the farmers in those regions
No resistance should be made to this measure, tven

>y the iron interest of Pennsylvania. That Stale
nerself had largely experienced the benefit of cheap
neanaof transportation.
Mr. DICKINSON remarked that the State which

fie had the honor in part to represent was interested
in this subject, and with the view of testing the
tense of the Senate, he offered the following amendment:

. ht l U Jarikti >aa, I'd, That when any iron In bant
erighlng not leas than flttjr |touuda ths lineal yard tilled
la pr* I'tfieu Wlinoui *aJ lurlurr niiliuiKiuri iw uw iuu

lilfl (at |>«rlujunnt um uu »ujr railroad or inclined pUiu.
kail I"! imported Into the I'nited Ulatas within the period
A two >rer< trom the peeeofe of thle Oct by nnv Mete or

incorporated company, the eaiae ihall bo admitted to entry
i(.ou the giving by tuck ftlate or comiany. or lit eotborited
.gsula, good and tut&cient honde, with turellet to the talltiriiouof the collector of the port whore inch iron may he
imported, lor the payment ol the dutwe chargeable thereon
n three yaore from the time of tuoh importation, ami
wheuevrr it thell he proved to the taliefectioa of the kecletaryof the Treeiury that any tuch Iron hat been actu

illy permanently laid down fur vie (In the orig'aal coo

miction) ol any tailroad or inclined plane now authorited
by law to be mmle in the L'nlted Oleic within the taid periodof three yeare. laid tecretary thall caute the bond
[iven on the Importation of tuch iron to laid down, or
>o much thereof a> la applicable to taul iron, to be canceledend ditcharged upon the payment of all cuatom-bouae
eea and charget incurred by tuch Importation
Mr. CASS naked if the gentleman from Maine

wee able to Mate any en imate of (he amount which
would be alielracted from the treaaury by refunding
these duties?
Mr. EVANS replied in the negative, adding that

he euppoaed the eum would not be great. The law
would apply only to iron imported since the 3d of
March, 1843.
Mr. DAYTON was sorry to differ with his friend

'rom Maine on any aubject, but in this instance he
wee constrained to look on the question before the
Senate in an opposite light to that in which he [Mr
Evan>] regarded it. It wee no new question, and
lie (Mr. D ) had on more than one occasion been
railed upon to meet it. The subject wan to be re

carded in two aspecla.in the first place, as it appertainedto the treasury of the United States; and
in the next place, ae it related to the domestic manufacturesof the country. Although he did not proicesto be indifferent to the first consideration, yet
perhaps gentlemen opposite would feel more internetin it, and therefore he commended it to their particularnotice. A very considerable aum would be
thus taken from the treasury. The question of the
tenator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] woe very pertinentand proper. He won at a loss to know why
this iron should be regarded as "raw material," and
ts such a proper aubject of exempuon from duty.
If the argument was that it woe right and proper in

this way to cheapen the means of transportation, he
would ask where were they to atop? Why atop at
thie or that year?
Mr. CALHOUN aaid that he had been informed

in reliable authority that this bill would not injuriouslyaffect the iron establishmenu of this country,
1a they were not in a condition to supply the denandfor railroad iron. Neither did he think (hat
he treasury would be injuriously affected.
Mr. CASS sail! he would not vote for the bill, unesshe was furnished with some estimate of, or ap>roxima(tonto, the amount that would be taken

"rem tne treasury, tn me present circumstance* it

ippeared to him absolutely necessary that such an
stimate should be made.
iVlr. GAM bKWi reuianteu mat me senaior irum

iouth Carolina f Mr. Calhoun] must have been misuformedas to the capability of the iron establishnehtaofthe country. They were quite able to sup>lyall the demand. He (Mr. C.) was somewhat
istonished to find gentlemen ready to support thia
nil, which would take, perhaps, a million of dollars
>ut of the treasury, and thought that it was some-

vhat inconsistent to advocate this measure, and at
he same time contend for protection to domes-
ic manufactures. He hoped the measure would
*e postponed.
Mr. CALHOUN observed, in reply to the re-

nark of the last speaker, that if he were at lit>erty
o give his authority for the statement which the
icnalor from Pennsylvania appea ed to doubt, he
vould be convinced that his means of information
vere extensive and accurate, and that his opinion
vas not likely to be erroneous.
Mr. BAGBY briefly stated his opposition to the

nil, and moved to lay it on the table; but at the re]uestof
Mr. H. JOHNSON, the motion was withdrawn,

n order to allow him to ofler the following amendnent:
Remits to Weil Feliciana Railroad Company dutiaa on

crtain railroad iron imported into New Orleana, and asuk
nd wholly lost while on the passage from that port to

layou Sara, provided it ahall appear, to the satisfaction of
he Secretary of the Treasury, that the iron was so lost.
ttao allowing to the Mexican Gulf Railroad Company, on

ny outstanding bonds given by said company, upon the
mportation of railroad iron, an amount equal to all the du
ie» upon certain railroad iron imported by the Nashville
lailroad Company, and laid down by aald .Mexican Gulf
lailroad company within three years from the period ol
la importation, for which the United States hold the bonds
f said Nashville Railroad Company: /YeridW, It ahall satisactnrilyappear that said iron has been so laid down by said
lexicon Gulf Railroad Company, and that no remission or

llowance o( aaiil duty has bean made; -4nd provided fur-
\er. That the parties entitled to the remission, fcc., shall
rat pay all costs and expenses incurred by the United
dates in the premises. I

Mr. EVANS Hinted that it would be exceedingly
lifficult, if not impracticable, to obtain apeedily an

intimate of the amount to be refunded.
Mr. BAGBY withdrew hi# motion to lay on the

able. ;
Mr. ALLEN oppoaed the bill with much earleatncM.He contended that it wax unconstitutional

ind unjiiBt. It wnn taxing the honest, hard-workngfarmer for the benefit of monopolizing corporaions.
Mr. BERRIEN replied. The measure, he ar-

pied, was one eminently calculated to benefit the farner,whose prosperity depended in a great degree
in the possession or ready and cheap means of con-

keying hie products to market. Me round, by a

lewapaper received by laat night's mail, that in the
nterior of Georgia wheat of the (Inest quality was

inly 37J cents. Why? Because of the want of
;hose facilities which these railroads would afford.
Mr. ATMERTON opposed the bill in a forcible

manner.
Mr. BAGBY renewed his motion to lay on the

able; and on that question the yeas and nays were

tsked, ordered, and taken, with the following result:
YF.A8.Messrs. Allen, Ashley. Atherton. Bagby, Benon.Breeai', Bright, Cameron, Cass, Dayton. Di*. Fairfield,

tannegan. Houtton, Miller, Nilea, Srtmplr. Sevier, Btur[eon,anil Turney.30
NAYS.Messrs. Archer, Borrow, Berrien, Calhoun, Ciley,JM. Clayton, Thomaa Clayton, Colquitt, Corwln, Davis,Dickinaon, (Ireene, Jarnagin, Johnaon ol Louiiiana,

lohnaonof Maryland. Lewie, Mc Unfile, Mangum, Phalpa,
Simmons, Speight, Upltam, Webster, Woodbridge, and Yulee.30.
So the motion was not laid on the table; and the

question then recurred on it verbal amendment offeredby the senator from Delaware, [Mr. J. M. Ci.atroH,](which the reporter was not able to obtain,)
and it was rejected.
The question was then taken on the amendment

of the senator from New York, [Mr. Dickinson,]
snd it also was rejected.
The question was then taken on the amendment

iffered by the senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Johnion,Jand it was agreed to.
Mr. ASHLEY then offered the following amendment:
Proiid»s. That such State or incorporated company, in

ronsideration of such remission of duty, shall agree to and
Mad themselves to transport tha United States mail on such
railroad or iiirltnad plana on such reasonable terms as
hall be fixed by the Postmaster General.

Mr. EVANS could not vote for the amendment.
It proposed an altogether one-sided arrangement.
here was not any mutuality about it.
Mr. DAYTON was opposed to the bill at any rate,

ind he certainly had no idea of riding it with such
in amendment. If the bill were right it ought to be
lassed as it was.if wrong it ought not to be passed
kt all.
Mr. ASHLEY said in reply that his object in

iffering the amendment was not to destroy the bill,
>ul to compel the companies to make a reasonable
:ontract with the Postmaster General, if they revivedthe bonus from the government. They had

no claim on ihe government for this rerntaoion of
duty, and certainly in caee they received that gratuityit waa only fair that they ahould be obliged to
make a reaaonable contract for carrying the maila.
Mr. J. M. CLAVTON hoped the amendment

would not prevail. The effect would be to ileatroy
entirely the beneficial operation of the bill.
The queation wae then put, and the amendment

wae rejected.
Mr. R. JOHNSON expreeeed himeelf in favor of

the general object* of the bill.
Tne bill aa amended waa then reported to the Senate,and the amendment* were concurred in.
The queelton waa then put on ordering the bill to

be engroased and read a third time.
Mr. STURGEON naked for the yea* and nay*,

and they were aecondcd, ordered, and taken, with
the following reeult:
YEAk-Mmn Archer, Barrow, Berrien, alhoun,

Chalmers, John M Claytoa, Tboiua* Clayton, Colquitt,
t'orwia, Lvsns, lira*cm, Jsrnsgui, Johnson ol Louisiana
Johnson of Mar) laml. Lewis, McDuffle, Manguni, Phelps
Simmons, Speight Uphaui, Webstar Woodbridg*. anil
Yule* 34
NAY8.Messrs. Allan. Ashley, Atberton. Begby, Benton,Bright, Cameron, I ass, CUley Dayton Dickinson,

Dla, i airfield, llaunsgaii. Houston, Millar, Husk. Bcmple,
Bavier, Sturgeon, and Turney SI.
ou me uiji wit oruereu 10 oe reau a mirn nine

Mr. EVANS moved that it be reed a third time by
i» title.
Mr. ATHERTON objected; and then on motion

of.
Mr LEWIS, the Senate proceeded to the considerationof the
civil amd diplomatic APfRoraiation bill,

as in committee of the whole; when, in pursuance of
notice atven yesterday,
Mr BENTON rose and proposed to amend the

bill by inserting aa follows:
"I'sr paying tbsprincipal end luttrrst ef lbs fourth anil

fifth inalalutaula of the b.aaicao Iwlstaaitiaa <fua in April
and Jtdy. In the year HM4, the euui of L*iO nuu PrertSeS
the claimants, each for himself, (hall reluu|ulah to the
Ifoiled aisles his right to said instalments "

Mr. B. supported his amendment in a brief siteech,
in which he undertook to thow that the United
Slates, by ita own conduct, and by the mismanagementof its agent, had mode itself liable for these two
instalments. He said that, by the first convention
with Mexico for the settlement and payment of these
claims, when a claim was allowed tne party was to
receive the whole amount paid down to himself, in
Mexican treasury miles, receivable at the seaport
custom-houses in payment of all duties, either of
export or import, and bearing an interest of eight
percent. This convention, so favorable to their interests,was altered in the subsequent convention to

quarterly payments through five yeaia, to be made
in gold and silver coin, and an agent to be appointed
by the government to receive and remit the hard
money. This second convention was wholly the
act of the government, and Mr. Voss, the agent appointed,wai the government agent, and not the
agent of the claimants The three first instalments
were paid and came to the hands of the claimants.
The fourth and fifth instalments were receipted fur
by the agent, (Voss,) was reported to our govern-'
ment by ihe minister, (Shannon,) to have been paid,
and the payment was gazetted by the American
Secretary of Slate (Mr. Calhoun) for the informationof the claimants. The claimants flocked
to Washington city to receive their money.
None was there! nor any reason for its non appearance.The agent (Voss) reported nothing
to his government. In the absence of authentic
information, subaltern and hearsuy testimony was

admitted; and Mr. B. E. Green, who was a secretary
of legation in Mexico, certified that no money was

paid when the receipt was given, but only orders for
the amount on the provincial treasuries. If this had
been the fact, it was gross misconduct on the part
nf i!i* Hmil unit made the nnvernment liable In the
claimant*. The mode of payment had been rbanged
without their consent, and the benefit to them was
to be in receiving hard money quarterly through
five years, instead of receiving treasury paper to the
whole amount, with good interest, and receivable in

payment of all dues. After this, to take paper, and
that on provincial treasuries, and in twenty quarterlypayments, was a fraud upon the claimants, and
that fraud was the act of the government agent.
But it was not the fact. A clause was inserted in
the appropriation bill in 1844-'45, by which the
United States was required to pay these instalments
to the claimants, provided the amount had been
paid to him. This led to an investigation on the
part of the United States, which has ended in developingthe true character of the transaction, and
which is truly extraordinary. Our consul in Mexicohas obtained a copy of the contract made by the
Mexican treasury with an English firm, Ntttrt.
TnpHiiSI, JL O m , eastk »*« - . / 14*.

Voas, and also of Mr. Shannon, the American minister.By this agreement, the hard mony which
the Preaident, Santa Ana, had raised by a forced
loan to pay these instalments, and for raising
which Mr. Shannon, in an official letter, had given
him great credit.this hard money was left
in the treasury, and the two instalments
receipted for as paid, and Tayleur, Jamietontfc Co. were to advance the hard money
in its place, the Mexican government giving to them
three hundred and eighty thousand dollars in selecteddrafts upon the effective branches of the revenue,
payable in the capital, with one and a quarter per
cent, per month on the amount sf the instalments,
($274,664) until they had collected the amount of
the drafts. Mr. Black obtained a copy of this contract,which has been communicated to the Senate
by the President, both in the original Spanish and
in English.a precaution of signal advantage in this
case, as the translation, in a most material item of
|160,000, is nonsencical and unintelligible. The
contrast is in these words:

(Trimitation of No. W.)
'Proposition which the undersigned make to the supreme
government for the payment oT the quarterly instalments
due and psyaMa to the United States of America:
"The following orders are to he delivered: An order to

the general treasury to issue a draft (requisition) on the
revenue from tobacco for $110,000. to he paid punctually in
the term of two months, end in weekly payments.
"Another to the general treasury to issue a draft for

$00,000 on Messrs. Mauning 8t Mackintosh, out of the
imounts collected by the forced loan.
"Another to the general treasury, in our favor, on the

duties on the rimducra, which is to leave this capital for
Vera Cruz on tha 1st of January, ta the amount ol $AO,MN>
"Another to the general treasury, that tbe|drafts isaued

from Mazatlan for the portion 'ree fiotn duties to the supremegovernment, whelhei drawn on us or on Messrs. De
la Torre, Yacker, A Co., shall be delivered to us, to tho
amount of $160,00(1.
"Another to tha general treasury, to receivs from Messrs.

Tayleur, Jamlsun, He Co. the amount of $374,664 67, in
effective money, and $100,130 HI in funds, anterior or pos*
lerinr to the Independence, which yield dividends; and for
the delivery of which the term of six months is allowed
them Besides which, a premium of If per cent, per month
is to be allowed to Mesars. Tayleur, Jamiaon, It Co. for their
advances.

"Ills excellency, the minister of finance, in the name of
his excellency the president of the republic, pledges his
word to Messrs. Tayleur, Jamison, Ik Co., as British subjects,that for no cause or motive, whatsoever, ihe pay
ments set forth in the above proposition shall he suspended
until the entire discharge of the debt he elt'ected: and if it
should not he thus effected, that the treasury of the nation
shall indamnify them for their losses and injuries.

"TAVt.KIIR JAMIHON L m

"Mexico, August ?S, 1844.
"This proposition having boon examined by hit excellencythe president, he wai please] to approve It entirely.directinn that the ordera be immediately given conformablytherewith, at being for the payment of the inatalmenta

due, quarterly, under the convention with the United
Stater

["Rubric of] "TRIOUEROS
"Aurnrar 37, 1844 "

By this agreement the Mexican government was
to deliver, and did actually deliver, $380,000 in selectedsecurities, all as good as cash, to the English
house, for which the English house was immediately
to advance the $274,000 in cash, receiving one and a

quarter per month. The $274,000 thus to l>e advancedwas to be placed in the Mexican treasury
for the claimants, the English house and its partners,if it had any in the transaction, getting clear
the difference between $274,000 and $380,000, with
the interest at one and a quarter per cent, per month,
and the discount on the $105,000 in funds, then
greatly below par. It was a speculation on the part
of the English house, with the privity and approbationof the American agent and the American
minister! They got the drafts for $380,000, and
then failed to advance the money! and the agentnnd minister failed to inform the government of it!
and upwards of two years have elapsed, and the
governments are at war, and the claimants can do
nothing. The agreement is all intelligible and plain,
except in the item of the Mazatian drafts. One
translator renders that item thus:
"Another to the general treasury, that the drafts issued

from Msxatlanfor tht portionfrtt /real dulin to thr inrra,
tovtrnmrnl, whether drawn on ua or on Meaara l)e la
Torre, Veeker k. Co., ahall he delivered to ua to the amount
of $180,000."
The words "for tht portion frtt from dutin to thi

tuprrme govrrnmenl," are nonsensical. Nobody can
understand them: no one can make sense of them.
Let any senator try, and see what they can make
of it. Nothing! nothing! all nonsense. Rut turn
to the 8panish, and it ia plain. The Spanish is in
these words:
"Otra a la teeoraria general para que laa libranias giradaad Maiatlan per la peril Utrrr it tot derrrAet ml tnprrmm go.Si'ims saan a nuestro eargn o a cargo da loa Senorea T. da laTorre, Veeker y Ca. noa saan entregadaa haata la cautidadd. $180,000."
Instead of the 'noneenae which we have in the

tranelation about "tin portion fra* from dulin," the
Spaniah ia, unincumbered, unhypothecated duties
that ia to aay, dutiee from mortgage, or other in*
cumbranoe. Evety one knowa thai many branches
of the revenue are under pledfea in Mexico, and
the meaning of this clause ia that the drafta from
Mazatian were to be on dutiee which were unia-

cumbered. Thia was the agremem now for the ]
breech of it. The English house did not advance an
the money they got the |3t)U,UU0 in good drafts,
and then failed to put up the cash. The remainder m
of the story is what might be expected, or rather
worse than could have l>eeii expected. The agent
has uaid nothing to the claimants on application to
the Mexican government, they hold Vose's receipt,
and thus the affair is finished On applying to the
English house, they admit they received the |3tfU,- J"000 from the Mexican government, but cannot re-

rn

turn it all. They offer to return part; and here some
curioue revelations come forth. It eeeins that a sum

of f60,000, in a draft on Manning A. Macintosh, pay-
in

able put of the forced loan, is lost. Here is a letter
which ahows il:

in
"Mettn. Titylevr, Jomiton if Co. to Mr. SlitUll.

"Mines, January », late co
' Bib: In reply to your letter of yesterday, inquiring al

whether the order tor fdu UOO on Vfauiuog k Mackintosh ^i
referred to m our previous letters ou tbs lubjecl of our arrangementwith Mr Voss, hs.l been mislaid while in his
possession, ws ** to say that the order was in the ttrat | minstance relumed to bim by those gentlemen, and, though dl
aft-rwards ie our possession. it was subsequently, on variousoccasions, in his; consequently, we are quite ut a loss
to say by whom It waa ultimately mislaid. Al Ihe same c"

tints, we entertain no doubt thai as soun as the existing at
government here has arranged lha public offices a duoil cj
cata of the order will he easily obtained, by which this
question will be set at rest. .

"We have the honor lo be. air,
"Your moat obedient, bumble servants. cc

"TAVLEl'R, JAMISON k CO. aa
"The Hon Joms Slidsi l.

"Envoy Eatraordiiiary, kc, kc kc."
So much for that $60,000. Another curious item

ta, that out of the 911(1,000 draft on the tobacco du- ^
tiea, only $4,664 67 are offered lo be returned by ^
the English house. That i»to aay. this house havingreceived $300,000 to pay us $274,000 in epecie, 1(|and not having paid us, now propose to pay that

m
amount in a part of the drafts which they received. jHere ia their lettar which show* their offer.

''Mttort. Taylrur, lamirtm, V Co , to Mr. Vuu. in
"Msaico, December 17, 1Mb. '*

"Diss sis: In conformity with your desire to bo iiiforml cu

rd of tbs actual position of lb# orders received by us egainsi ae
varloui drpartmauts of the public treasure for the two in
stalmente due by thie government, In July. IM44, to the
Ameriren claimants, the collection of which has been assumedby ue, wr have to Inform you, with regret, that up
to the present dale aol s dollar has been paid on account .,

of those document! The government having felled to
comply with it! engagement! to lie. we of courte ren make to
uo anticipation to you on account of tkoae order!, but we |u
continue our effort! to atari the collection, and, persuaded
ea we ere, thel temporary financial diHrultlea only have
produced thia went of punctuality on the pert of the governmentwe ere ler from denpairmg ol lucceea

Hhoul.t you. however, prefer receiving beck the documenta,which ere St
Order on the treeaury for bill! arising from X
maritime dutie! at Matatlan. payable here $ 100 000 HO

Order on Manning It Mackintoah lor fundi proreedingfrom forced loan til),urn un
Order ageinit circulation end report dutiea of

apecie at thia customhouse AO 000 00bl
Part of en order on the tobacco revenue 4,ooi ST Iff

*J74,d«4 (17
W

we hold them at your diapooel, or thel ol any party whom
youmey name to receive them. P

"Vi4rr, deer air, your! respectfully an
"TA YLF.t'R, JAMISON, h CO. fit

"Emilio Voii, req."
Now look to the ninount of thia tobacco draft,

and it will be seen to be f 110,000. Deduct of
wl at ia offered to be returned, ia only $4,664 The
upahot of the whole ia, that the claimanla have loat a

their money for upwards of two yeara .that they
have no meana of forcing the Mexican government
to pay.thai they have nothing to do with the
agent, who haa been diamiaaed mr his infidelity
and cannot go to law with the English house in Pr
Mexico. They have loat their money by the mis- *°

conduct of the American agent, sanctioned by the
American minister, and by the neglect of the Americangovernment, which never even learnt the truth
of the case for upwarda of a year!.from August, * ^
1844, when Voss gave his receipt, and Shannon reportedthe money paid, down to December, 1845, no

when the consul, Black, obtained a copy of the
agreement.

Mr. EVANS replied. He contended that the kit
amendment should not prevail. The government of coi
Mexico had never been discharged from her oblige- bytion, and of course the United States waa not at all Lc
bound to pay the claimants. The Committee on Ol
Finance had inauired into all the facts of the case as
in possession of the State Department, and the re- ga
suit had been as he had stated. Here Mr. E. handeda letter from the Secretary of State, which detail- pUed the whole history of the case, and which was
read. puMr. BENTON. I read that letter of the Secrela- ha
ry of State, which relates to what was done under w<
the former act.not to what ought now to be done. 0n
The secretary, speakuigef the agreement with the
English house, telle us RluCh less about it than tnc
document itself tells, and which we have here, and wc
in aaying the whole transaction fell, he uses a vague
generality that gives no idea of the real facts. The
truth is, the English house, sfter getting the $380,000with the sanction of our agent and minister, did
not advance the $374,000, and they did not inform
our government of it, and our government, for
upwards of a year, did not ferret out his delinquency. | ,The secretary is in great error in saying the receipt
was eiven without consideration. The proof is, that co'the Mexican government paid $380,000 to obtain that \n
receipt of $274,000! But be the receipt as it may, it is of
now a question between the governments.entirely
beyond the reach of the claimants.and the money ^
navin^ uccn iubi uy mo mivcuiiuuci ui inr uiiiihi (;0
States agents, the United States should pay the em

money, and settle the question with Mexico. With [ru
respect to what the senator [Mr. Evans] read ahout
effective funds, it is, not like the other, a nonsensi- cai

cat translation, but a false one: wit

[Translation of No. 6-J t
"Don K.milio Vom, in thii petition, prays that the receipt e*i

be returned to him which he gave to this general treasury of
for the amount of the two drafts which fell due on the HOth of
April and the 30th of July of the last year, on tho forced
loan destined to the payments (of the debt) to the United re*
States. 00

"It is true, that the amount to which Voss refers was not 4ajdelivered to him in effective funds by this treasury, but
orders wore issued lor the payment; for which reason, this
department considers that this business should bo held as

finished; and it cannot comply with his petition to have the
n-«Tip' it-tun.rd to him, since, besides the confusion (Iff#* (M
lot no) which it would naturally occasion in the account ch
and statement, the credit of the nation would suffer, in a (|ncertain degree, as, the government of the United States beingalready informed that the said amount has beenpaid.it d-f
the receipt be simplv returned to Voss it will seem that the
government of Mexico, even without the knowledge of the wi
person empowered, gave the assurance that the payment vajinad been made; .which has not happened, inasmuch as. on vthe issue of those orders, by agreement with the said person * (

empowered, the government fulfiled its part. If the re- COi
pea ted orders have not been complied with, in consequence p0of circumstances which it has not been possible to avoid,
Don Emilio Voss may pray that they be given on some
other fund than that which was designated This is the *n

opinion of us all; but your excellency will determine what tlx
you may consider just. tnr
"Mexico, November 11, 1845."
The false translation is in the words "effective s,,

funds." The Spanish original says no such thing, Ei:
and could say no such things. The Mexican trees

ury hail delivered "effective funds;" it had delivered jn|
$380,000 to pay £274,000.all good, and all promptly UR
payable in the city of Mexico; and all selected by jn
the English house itself, and even $100,000 of it on
its own house, or one named by it. Under such Wf1
circumstances, the Mexican secretary of the treas- pr|
ury could not say that it is true the amount was
not delivered in effective funds to him (Voss.) He
could say no such thing, and did not say it. The
word funds is not used by him, but a word which coi
stands for cash.the word "efec.tivo" is the only to
one used, and means, literally, effective.that is to by
say, in this case, money. The true translation is:
It is true the sum to which Voss refers was not dit
given to him in effective (i. c. money) by this treas- Tr
ury; but orders were given for r& payment, <fcr. am
The Spanish is in these words: pr<
"el verdad que In canti.lad a que ie reftere Voir no le Co

fuc dads en efectivopor c»ta taioreris; pero ie le exnidieron
ordenoipHrt mi pagn por loque eita omcina consilient que
eite negocio debt* tenerio por terminado." j
The translation, therefore, is fhlsa, as any one can cee

see that uiideratands n little Spanish, or even a little thr
Latin. And here I would nay, these translation*
am about aiich a* would he expected from the Iran- to
lator of Spanish for the Daily Union.translation*, by
so far as Mexican newspapers and despatches are byconcerned, would be amusing, if it were not for the *p<
melancholy reflection that they lead to national ex- of
asperation and war. But to return to the point, on
These claimants have lost their money by the act of tra
the American agent.war rages between tnecountrie* ins
.the claimants can do nothing for themselves; and By
every consideration ofjustice and honor require* the tw
government to advance the money to the claimants, liet
and take their claim* on the Mexican government, picThe claims bear 8 per cent, interest, and the govern- it g
ment can secure itself in its Anal settlement with nil.
Mexico. poiMr. CASS inquired whether or not the President fivi
and Secretary of State had both reported that the $4,
money had not lieen paid by Mexico.' His vole flal
would Ire decided by ths fbet, and he asked for a sec- am
ond reading of that portion of the letter of the sec- wn
retary which referred to that point. thi
Mr. EVAft8 staled that it would Ire seen from mi

the documents thst orders had been issued for the dei
payment, but the payment had never been made. aliiMr. NILE8 opposed the amendment in a very ad
forcible manner. He contended that the claim had on
liecome one merely ngainatthe Mexican government, for
which it wae at the option of that government to hs<
meet. clo
Mr. R. JOHNSON, by reference to the docu lo*

menta and facts of the case, showed that, so far as the
the Mexican government was conoemed, there was eul
no responsibility of that government to the United Hru
States. car

Mr. McDUFFIB regarded the claim as the most cea

ilraordinai y ever set up. He was opposed to tba c
nendment altogether. I
The question wee then put, end on a division the
iiobers were 18 ayes and U3 noea.
So the amendment waa rejected.

statistical bubbau.

Mr. LEWIS tuoved to amend the bill by adding
appropriation for tbe payment of aalartea of three

iriuanciu elaliatieal clerks in the Treaaury ><-|>arient;the first to receive (1,800, the aecond (1,400, Jid the third (1,000.
Mr. SEVIER aaked what statistical clerke were
eanl?
Mr. LEWIS replied that a bureau of alaliatica
id been ealabluhrd with four clerka.line atnendentproposed to reduce the uumber to three.
Mr. N1LES remarked that ihie whole ataliaucal
mcern waa a perfect burlesque. He objected to it
together. The relurna made from that quarter had
therto been moat meagre and detective.
Mr. LEWIS aatd he waa not responsible for the
anner in which theee clerka had discharged their
ities. The Secretary of the Treaaury had auglatedtliia amendment reducing the number of
srks. Ue (Mr. L ) felt no particular eolicilude
tout the matter, but had ofTeted the auiendinent beiuaeit waa suggested by the department.Mr. EVANS opposed the amendment. Two or
ree years ago an efficient person waa employed to
illect etaliattca. The service came to be regarded
permanent, and ordinary clerka were appointed
hoae work entirely merited the remarke of the
nalor from Connecticut, [Mr. Nilbi.1
Mr. STURGEON said that he had lookbd into
ese statistical returns with soma interest, to are .

e account given of the manufacture# of Pennsyl- (una. The information wae very much condensed jdeed It appeared from the return! that the only (anufactoriet in Pennsylvania Were a paper and
(ow manufactory!

Mr. CALHOUN said he never had had any faith tthese statistical bureaus. The system nevercould
(of any value, unleaa organized as in France. The
vllection of statistics of each of the Stales themIveswas the proper plan for this country,

'1 he amendment was then rejected.
Jl'DOgS in Miisouai, dfcc. .

Mr. LEWIS offered an amendment, allowing t
1,000 additional compensation to judges appointed r
settle Spanish claims in Missouri, Alabama, Ar- f
inaas, Ac.; which was agreed lo. a

Viae AT M4NTUCIST.
Mr. LEWIS offered an amendment, approprtat- c
g 114,000 to replace oil, the property of the United c
ates, destroyed in the late fire at Nantucket,
greed lo. j

cHsanc D'arrsiaas at MAoain. t
Mr. LEWIS offered an amendment, allowing the a

in of $4,500 to Arthur Middleton, of South Caro- a

la, for outfit as acting charge d'affaires at Madrid >
1837 and 1840. '
Mr. EVANS opposed the amendment on the i
ound that Mr. Middleton had been allowed his I
lary at last session, and had no occasion for out- '

I
Mr. McDUFFIE supported the amendment.
Mr. AKCHER asked what hud been the period a

Mr. Middleton's services? a

Mr. McDUFFIE Six months at one time and «

horler period at other.
The amendment was rejected.ayes 16, noes 31. i

METSOSOLOO1C Al. OBIABVATIOMt.

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved an amendment ap- a
opriating $3,000 for the annual services of Profes- -j
r Espy as meteorologist. fMr BENTON opposed the amendment. aMr. CRITTENDEN replied in its defence. It j.
is easy to ridicule the "storm-king," but he was .rood man and a great philosopher. vThe amendment was agreed to.ayes 31, noes ^
t counted. *

u
masimc hospitals. tl

Mr. CRITTENDEN offered an amendment ma- n

ig an additional appropriation of $80,000 for the
nstrucuon of marine hospitals on sites purchased h
the government at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; 0

luisvilleand Paducah, Kentucky; and Cleveland, f>
lio. '
Mr. SEVIER suggested that Napoleon, in Arnaas,be included. h
Mr. CRITTENDEN. The site has not been n

rchased by the government. ®
Mr. SEVIER stated that he believed it had been ll
rchased. He added that the people of Arkansas d
d a coast of six hundred miles, and the steamboats g
ire constantly in the habit of landing sick hands o
the frontier where they were objects of charily. h

Am), on motion ofId r. WcBUfPi E, the Senate a1

int into executive session. a

P
Wcdnesdat, August 5, 1846. °

._ it
IN SENATE. a

The journal having been read.
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- a

ving resolution; which was agreed to:
IrMlptA, That the Secretary of the Navy cauie to be j

mpleted an exact aiirvny of the southwest pass of the
ssissippl river, and the adjacent waters of the great bay »

BarraWria. with an examination of the character of the fi
rih land separating those waters, between the pilot sta- w
n neai the bar an bayou Bull, as marked on the topoiphicalchart in Senate document of tut session iOlh 81

tigress, No 4(13, in order to ascertain the practicability of e
savating a ship canal, of not less than thirty feet water, a
m the said southwest pass, to seven fathoms water (41 -jII in the sai.l hay: the neceasary extent of a mole, or j
iai and breakwater; alio, that ha report upon the efl'ect 6'
lioh thr loration of a navy yard and a ihip canal there o
mid have in atrengtheninfl, or otherwise, the delencri of wMiniaaippi river; and that the mult of ianl survey and ,animation no laitlbefore Congreaa at the commencement
its nest session. el
[A. message was received from the House of Rep- ^
tentative*, announcing the action of said House P
the river and harbor appropriation bill; also, that P

id House had passed the French spoliation bill.] P
reports from committees.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Commit- H
on Pensions, asked that said committee be disargedfrom the further consideration of the peti- J
n of citizens of New Hampshire, presented the w
J December, 1845; which was agreed to. 51Mr. J. also, from the same committee, reported w
thout amendment the House bill for the relief of 0
as Waterman, of the county of Washington, 0|
rmont, with a recommendation that its further e|
nsidcration be postponed indefinitely; which re- q|
rt was concurred in. w
Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Patents g,d the Patent Office, reported with amendments
s bill declaratory of the powers and legalizing cer- |j;
1 acts of ihe chief clerk of the Patent Office. jt
Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance,
bmitted an adverse report upon the memorial of a,
Iwin Bartlelt; which was ordered to be printed. w
Mr. ATHF.RTON, from the Committee on Print- rt
f, reported in favor of printing the letters of Sam- piKnox, William Reynolds, and Charles Wilkes, (r
relation to the harbor at the mouth of the Colum tl
river, submitted by Mr. Benton; which report ^

is concurred in, and the document ordered to be ^
inted. p|

GENERA I. ORDERS. tl
Mr. RUSK moved that the Senate proceed to the
risideration of the bill to pay the debt ascertained
be due to Tcxss, when an independent State
the United States; which wns not agreed to.
On motion of Mr. LEWIS, that 5,000 ad- J?
ional copies of the report uf the Secretary of the k.'
casury, showing the articles in which a large
lOiinl per annum has hitherto been paid to the
>tecicd classes, the motion was referred to the ^mmitteo on Printing.

private. a|
Mr HANNF.OAN moved that the Senate proidto the consideration of the joint resolution for bt
1 relief of Seth M. Leavenworth. st
Mr. BENTON then rose and said, that he desired tii
rail the attention of the Senate to a bill introduced m
hiin six months ago, and thus far passed over se
the practice of takuu* tin bills out of order- Me vr

ike of (he bill for the abolition of (he salt tax, and
the hailing hountiea and allowance* founded up- nt
that tax. Mr. D. wiahed to give a new and ex- el
ordinary reason for the paaaage of that bill, grow;out of a great oversight ih the new tariff bill.
thia new bill the duty on aalt ia reduced to te

enty per centum on the value, and the bounty in ad
it of drawback ia reduced correspondingly on the th
klod fish exported, Thia ia very well, aa far na

|Oe*| but it happens to go almost no distance at at<
The bounty payable on that description of ex-

rted fish ia almeat nothing.only about four or
b thousand dollars per annum. Last year it wa* th
,174; while the payments on arcount of dried an
t exported are usually 300,000 dollars per tii
num. Last year it was |290,000; but in 1841, it
a |3.ri5.000; and the sum total already paid on
a branch of the fishing business, is about nine
lliona of dollars, and will go on at that rate un
the new bill. The whole of these bounties and **

lwaneea are bottomed on the salt duties, and are 11f
rawhark of the dutv supposed to have been paid
the salt put upon the fish exported; and, therse,classed with re-exported salt, entitled to draw- pe
;k, like other re-exported merchandise Though ro

thed with the name of "bounties," and of "al- iu
ranees to fishing vessels,'' still it is all founded en
salt tax, and is declared in the acts upon the en

iject to be in exchange and commutation of the
iwlxick, and an equivalent therefor. In all the
ly acta of Congress these bounties and allowan- fri
rose and fell with the rise and fall of the salt H

luuea, and, in the time of Mr. Jefleraon, the whole
'ell together The whole were repealed upon the
'ecommenilaliori of that wiae and patriot President;
ind lha United Stale* remained lor aotne yeara Willi
>ut a aalt lax, and without the auperatructure of
>ounliea and allowancea to the fisheries erected up>11it. The hill which I have introduced la a copy of
hat act. Literatim, veibotim, et punctualin, it ia a

»>py of that bleaeed act. My bill ia a copy of the
lelTeraoniaii act in word and apirit, and ia entitled to
ia paused on ita own merit* without the intarvanionof the new circumelauce, which render* it
inperative. By the great overnight in the
lew revenue bill, aa it caine from the
House of Kepreaentative*, it will lake the entire
imount of theaalt duty to pay the Aahing allowance*,and alao about $100,U00, or $150,000, in addiionthereto, front other dutiea to pay them. A brief
italement makes this plain. The value of the aali
mported haa uaually been $700,000, or $800,000
>er annum: the aecretary computes that the reduced
'uty will increase the importation, and carry it up to
i million of dollar* per annum. Very good. It may
lo so, and I will proceed upon that assumption. A
nilli.in of dollar* worth, at twenty per centum on
he value, will yield a groaa revenue of $1100,000; but
hat sum will lack $'00,000, or $150,000 of being
'ullicient to pay the fishing allowancea and the delf
lency must be made up out of the treasury! The
eault is, that the entire amount of the aalt tax, and
lalf aa much more added to it, is given aa a present
o person* engaged in the fisheries Such is the remitof the new bill! and auch a result it is aa wan
lever eeen or heard of before. In wmi degenerate
eigna.among aome of the unhappy reigna of the
rudors and Stuarts of England, particular branches
if the revenues were sometimes assigned to favortea;but this was uaually of aome luxury.aa sweet
vines, or something of that sort; but in no case did
iny of lhaae sovereign*, wrong-headed and wilful a*
lome of them were, ever think of bestowing a aalt
ax on any individual, or set of individuals That
iriicte of prime and universal necessity, under the
voret of monarch*, waa never taxed except for the
lurpoaee of the Stale. Now, for th* first time, in
he nietory of the human race, the whole proceede of
he tax are to be paid to a few individual, and half
is much more. I saw this egregious blunder in the
till when it came up, and mentioned it to eoine of
ny friends; but a new edict seemed to hA*e gone
brth, under horrible denunciation#, to paae the bill
.a U was. To be sure lhat denunciation did not govrnme. 1 voted for one amendment, notwithatandng;but would propose none myeelf. I conaoled my
onacience with saving the remedy ia in the hande
if the Senate. If they are willing to correct it, it
an dc easily aonc by me passage or Ihe bill
have introduced.the old JefTersonian bill.

u abolish the whole.the platform and the super-
truelure.the lax, and the bounties, and tha allow-
mcea built upon it.and thua get rid of the whole
n the moet complete, compendioua, and beneficial
vay. That bill la now ready to be passed. It reeta
vah the majority to paaa il; and if the Houee of
leprraentative concura, not only the great overnight
n the bill ia corrected, but the country will be re-
icved from the whole burden of the aalt tax, and
ill lie auperatructure of bounliea and allowaneea, Jind all the frauda to which theae bountiea and allow- (incea notorioualy give nae. Mr. Preaident, thia ia |
lot the tune to e|>eak of the abomination of a aalt i
ax.a tax almoat impious in ita nature, aa tax-

(ng the article which Uod haa given to all animated flature.the dumb beaat aa well aa the human being
.to aeaaon ita food, and preaerve ita health and life,nd which ought to be aa free aa air and water.
Thia ia not the time to apeak of that impioua tax,
rom which even the Iiritiah, taxed to death
a they are, have been free eince the year 1844 c
lut it ia Ihe time to apeak of the deluaion
f this reduction to twenty per cent, on the t
alue. To thoae who do not aet the working of the
ix, or who do not aee the mode which the impoaionof a tax may be made the meane of burdening the people ten timea more than the tax itaelf doea, it 1
lay eeera a great matter. To all who underatand f
lie operation of the tax, the reduction ia but little {
etter than an illuaion. The fact ia, that any tax
n thia article ia a curve, and a amall tax nearly aa tad aa a large one. Any tax at all will carry the anported article through the custom-house, and throw it into the handa of regratcra and monopozera.The importer does not bring with him
loney to pay the duties: it ia troublesome and inonvenientfor him to give the two securities which 1
le law requires. Thia gives rise to a class of salt I
ealers in the seaports, who advance the duties, or '
ive the security, and purchase the salt on their
wn account. They thus collect it into their own
ands, and fix their own jirice; and I have seen
If l_-j. . muooci rariearf van, wrticn COST Trom I
ix to eight cents a bushel, thua put up to forty-five r
enta; and at thia moment, by the New Orleans v
rices current, such aalt is now actually at thirty t
snta a bushel !.that is to Bay, four or five times
a import value ! Nothing but the reference of the flit to the custom-house, and throwing it into the t
ands of the regratera, could produce this result; c
nd this will continue to be the casj under a y tax "

rhatever, be it much or little. Nothing but total 1
eedom from the custom-house.nothing but a sale
irect from the ship to the steamboat.can prevent t
le mischief; and, therefore, the salt shoulu be as
ee as the stones which form the ballast, and over
rhich no inspection of the customs should exercise (upervision. This is enough to show that the prea- 0nt reduction is an illusion.that nothing but total
bolition of the tax will relieve the country. ^'his is a sufficient reason for the total abolition; yet

».,7 ica -nai-
aver, no matter how small, which requires total ablitionof the tax. It is in the substitution of the

eighcd for the measured bushel. That results
om the custom-house law. By that law the bush- i
is to be counted by weight.56 pounds to the c

ushel. This may do for Liverpool salt; but the e
ure, strong salt which alone is fit to cure beef, ti
ork, butter,so as to fit it for exportation, or for
reservation in a southern climate.this pure otrongtit weighs 84 pounds to the bushel; so that the nurliaser,in getting 56 pounds, only gets two-thirus of
bushel. But he does not even get 56.which is £ic custom-house bushel; for the retailer, and the
omestic manufacturer, improving upon this idea of v

eight, have struck off the 6 pounds, and made it
9! and this was the salt bushel throughout the
hole west! And such a bushel as it is a
ftcn and often, when the water wsis drained t
ut of it, the fttrmer has found that a half bush d
measure would contain the whole bushel, b

ad have room to spare ! and that thirty-odd pounds v
eight in the other scale would lift it from the
round I This is the case now : this has been the
isc ever since the custom-house bushel was estabshedit will be the rase as long us it lasts; and that v
will be just as long as there is anv tax at all on
dt. One per cent, will keep up this false bushel, Ji well as twenty; and twenty will keep it up as j,ell as an hundred percent, would. Therefore, the »
duction is an illusion, and nothing will do but the
issago of the old Jeflfergonian bill which I hnve inoduced.Thus the correction of the great blunder in
le bill, which gives the whole salt tax and half as

"

mch more to the fishermen.the abolition of the
lonopolies in the seaports which treble and quadu- ^
le the price of the artjelo.and the restoration of
le honest measured for the false and fraudulent 8

eighed bushel.all require the bill which I have "

itroduced to be panned.
Mr. DICKINSON then rose and made a remark ^
reference, as we understood, to the subject on

c

hich the senator from Missouri hnd addressed the C

enate, but the honorable member was not heard
stinctly in the gallery. "

Mr. HANNEQAN said that he wished to know '

hat was before the Senate? lie hnd sunnosod ihnt
ic motion made by him to take up a certain bill

^id been entertained; but lo! they now had a debate
>out the duty on salt!
Mr. BENTON said he would not take any re- nike as to the non-obscrvenr.c of order in tht* inance.The bill to which he had called the atten- .an of the Senate had been introduced by him aix
ontha ago, and nothing would deter him from pre- rinting the who'e matter to the country juet as it R,

Mr. HANNEGAN replied that he intended ^) rebuke for the aenator from Miaaouri, or any one j"*
dMr. RENTON Very well, then.

Mr. HANNEGAN proceeded. If he had in-
nnded a rebuke for that aenator, he would hare

idreaaed it directly to him, and at him, not throughe aenator from New York, [Mr. Dicaisto(j.J °
The motion to take no the bill allttded by the eenorfrom Indiana waa then adopted after a division jVayes 26, noea not counted. ^The bill waa then conaidered aa in committee o(
e whole, reported haek to the Senate without
aendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third «
ne, and pasted. 3

PRK-EMPTIOM LAWS.
Mr. ASHLEY moved the Senate to proceed to '
e consideration of the bill toeatabliah a permanent rjneral pre emption ayalem in favor of actual (elders ^ton the public lande; which was not agreed to.

DUTIES ON RA1LBOAD IRON.
The "bill to remit the duties which have been

Mlid or have accrued upon the importation of rail- 0|ad iron in certain eases," waa read a third time bylitis.
Mr. ATHEHTON called for the reading of the
itirs bill; and it waa rsad. '
The question being on the passage of the bill,Mr. ATHERTON rose and naked the aenator
>m Maine (Mr. Eraut] why the 90th of Aoguat,143, had been named in the bill?

Mr. EVANS replied (hat that waa a mistake m
the engrossment. It should be IS4S, and waa in.
irtided to meet the taritT law of that year.
Mr. ATHERTON than want on to remark ihu

there waa no limitation aa to the quality of rail
'l'he bill of iaal aeaaion contained a pro vino with regardto the weight of the rail for ilia exemption of
which the bill waa framed. It had been regarded aa
a matter of much importance that the heavy T rail
aliould be laid down by coriipaniea. In the presentbill there waa no auch limitation or reatriction. ||,
would alao obeerve that thia bill (emitted the duties
on raila imported for the purpoeeof replacing othera
There waa no proviaion restricting companies froei
obtaining a remiaaion of duliaa on ratla imported for
the purpoee of replacing raila which they iiad taken
up. It did not apply etrtclly end eolely to the reda
originally laid down. Thia bill appeared to be freed
from all reetrtetiona whataoeeer. lie did not with
to detain lha Senate by any extended renterka, and
would unly refer, in the moai curaory manner, to
one or two obeervalione urged by the senator from
Maine [Mr. Evaue] in favor of the bill. It waa
contended that the railroad compamea ought to t« >placed on an equal fooling with the act of ltM'd.
Since that lime, however, the price of iron had been
very much reduced. With the duty it now coet no
more than formerly without It. 'l'he argument in favor
of the bill that the railroads benefited tha farmer byaffording means of transportation for hia products,might be with equal justice urged in (avor of remittingtha duty on irou employed in tha construction
of steamboats. Why, then, not exempt that also?
Thai showed that this was a pises of partial legislationfor the exclusive benefit of railroad corporations.
Mr. EVANS replied. He would not detain th«

Senate more then a moment. The gentleman
opposite (Mr. Atmcston] desired to know whythe provision regarding the weight of the rails had
not been retained. Trie senator was mistaken in

,»up|M>eing that it was prospective.looking to the
future ana not to the past. They did intend by the
bill to remit the duty on the lighter rails, because
ihey had been brought in. The imports free hereafterwere to be confined to the heavier kind of rail
In regard to the reference to the iron employed in
the construction of steamboats, the answer was obvious.Railroads could not be moved from Maine
to New Orleans. Steamboats could seek profitable
employment wherever it offered. He would ash,
in conclusion, that by unanimous consent, the error
in engroaeing should be corrected.
The error was accordingly by unanimous consent

rectified; and then the bill was put on its passageMr. BAQBY said that hie objection to the bill
was that it would lake, aa he understood, upwardsof a million of dollars from the treasury for the banrfitof certain railroad companies, while every other
ritizen of the country had to pay duties on all the
imported iron he consumed, even for the most necessarypurposes. The proposition wee too monitrotiato be entertained for a moment.
Mr. ATHERTON asked for the yeas and niye,ind being seconded and ordered, they were taken,with the following reault:
YKAB -Messrs. Archer, Burrow. Berrien. Calhoun
htlmrrs, John M Clayton. Thomas ( IsjIon f'olqum
orwln, Crittenden. Dtvls, Krans, tlreens. Jsrnagw John

ion of La., Johnson of Md McDuAa. Msnsum. PhelpsHusk, Simmons, Speight. Cpham, Webstar, Woodbridj.ind Yulee 10
NAYB. Messrs Allen. Ashley, Atherlon. Bagtiy. Ben

on. Breesr. Bright, CSixtron. Cass. Dichiaten, Uix. Pur I
It Id. Ilsnnessn, lloustsn. Lewis, Miller, Sample, Murgron,rurney.and Westcotl-10.
So the bill was passed.

land OVriCB in iowa.

Mr. BREESE moved the Senate to proceed to the
oneiderution of the bill to establish an additional
and office in Iowa; which motion was not ogrrrd
o.

admission op wisconsin into thb cniob.
Mr. WESTCOTT moved the Senate to proceed

o the consideration of an act to enable the people of
Wisconsin Territory to form a constitution end
itate government, and for the admission of such
Jute into the Union; which motion was agrndto.
The bill was then considered as in committee of

he whole, reported beck lo the Senate without
intendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third
ime, and pauad.

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPSOPSIATIONS.
The Senate, as in committee of the whole, rammedthe consideration of the bill making appretriaiionsfor the civil end diplomatic expenses of

he government for the year ending the 30th June,
1847.

addtiional StVBNtlE cuttAR.
Mr. HUNTI _._J - .ml, n. me

ipprufrriaflon of £12,000 for the construction of a
e venue cutter to be employed on the coast of Texis,"by striking out the words "to be empteyed uponhe coast of Texas."
Mr. H. explained that the clause, aa it stood at

iresent, would not allow the President to employhe vessel provided for on any other station than the
ine designated, whereas the vessels in the revenue
ervice are all entirely subject to the orders ofths
President and Secretary of the Treaaury.The amendment was agreed to with opposiion.
warehouse at wilmington, north carolina.
Mr. HUNTINGTON moved further to amend

he bill by striking out the words "for the erection
if a warehouse thereat," from the clauae making an
.ppropriation for the completion of the customiouscat Wilmington, North Carolina, and the erecionof a warehouse, Ac.; which amendment was

BOOT!*
Mr. II. further moved to amend the bill by inaertngan appropriation of $5,000 for procuring and lootingbuova at such places as the navigating interala may demand , which amendment was agreedt>*

KEYEWE LAWS.
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON moved further to amendhe bill by inserting an appropriation of $4,319 to

.ay for 350 copies of acompend of the revenue laws
ompiled by Thomas P. Gordon; which amendment
vaa adopted.

TOPOGRAPHICAL BUREAU.
Mr. EVANS submitted an amendment, appropriling$4,988 for reduc:ng and preparing for publicsion, under n resolution of the Senate, plana and

rowings made by the officers of the topographicalureau for the improvement of harbors, rivers, Ac.;irhich was adopted.
JAMES BUCHANAN.

Mr. DIX submitted the following amendmentirhich was agreed to ;
"For refunding to .lame* Buchanan, late her Britanniclajeaty'a canvuf at the city of New York, moneys di«ur>edt.y him, end compensating him for services perirmed, in respect to the slaver Catharine, condemned andold at the suit of the United States, the sum of *'J,144 TO."

MARINE HOSPITAL.
Mr. D. also, from the Committea on Commerce,ubmitted an amendment appropriating $7,000 for

oinpleting the marine hospital at New Orleans, and
irnviding suitable furniture therefor.Mr. D. supported the amendment, stating the ab ilutenecessity of an appropriation for the purposen question.
Mr. LEWIS opposed. If this appropriation was

ranted, (he said,) it would open the way forappliationsfor similar purposes from all parts of the
ountry.
Afler some further remarks in favor of the amendsent,bv Messrs. HUNTINGTON, DIX, DAVIS,ind JOHNSON of Louisiana, it was adopted.TRRRITOBIAL GOVERNMENT OP FLORIDA.Mr. YULEE submitted the following amendment,ihich he brieAy supported, viz:
"To pay am-ara of expense of the legivlature and esecnlve of the lata Territory of Horida forth* yaara 184J, 1843.414. and IMS. *8,000.
The tpieation was taken on thealmve amendment,nd decided in the negative.

iiirwiigB wan received from the Houae of Repesentatiaea,announcing that aaid Houae had revivedto maiat upon ita amendmenta to the bill grantifa penamn to Richard Elliott, and tha bill proidingfor the payment of the evidences of publicebt in certain caaea, and asking a conference on theiaagreeing votea.]Mr. ARCHER aubmitted the following amendlent;which waa adopted, air:
Insert at the end of the claaa called "miacellaneua"the following:
"To the 8t»teof Virginia. pAA.Itt ST, claimed by her asie under the act of Mh July, IMS, emitted 'An act forquidaling sad paying certain claima of the State of Virinla.' "

MAtSACHt'SRTT* MILITIA.Mr. DAVIS submitted the following amendment;hich, after discussion by Messrs. DAVIS,PE1GHT, HUNTINGTON, EVANS, CALIOUN,and NILES, waa adopted.yaaa 26, nays7, vie:
"To reimburse the State of Mieearhueette. for militfh aerice in tha late war, f'WT.lTS, or such turn as has been renied at due to tho State by tbe Secre.ary of War."

COlTOM-ROnsB AT HEW ORl.tiNS.
Mr. JOHNSON moved to amend the bill "by Inirtingan appropriation of $100,000 for the erectionra custom hoove at New Orleans."Mr. LEWIS opposed the amendment. JMr. JOHNSON earnestly advocated tha approbation.
Tha question waa then taken, and the ameadioentjected.yeas 7, nays not counted.

MABIWE HOSPITAL.
Mr. SEVIER aubmitted an amendment, appro'


